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Purpose and Methods
To investigate the processes of sexual assault cases in Central Florida to 
determine if the flaw in the system that is preventing justice for these 
sensitive cases lies within the forensic nurses’ scope of practice.
Theoretical Framework
Problem
Estimated Statistics based on 2020 
including unreported cases
•Number of reported sexual offenses
– 7,650
•Estimated number of actual sexual offenses
– 40,263
•Number of arrests made
– 1,817







Report info (FDLE, n.d.-b); Arrest info (FDLE, n.d.-a);
Unreported info (Kuadli, 2021); Conviction info (Campbell, 
et.al.,2009)
Theoretical Framework
Based on the results of these assessments I have determined that there is a 
gap in the forensic nurses’ process which are documentation of education, 
and collaboration with the criminal justice system, both of which do lie 
within their scope of practice. 
I believe having SANE’s working more closely with the criminal justice 
system and the victim throughout the process of the criminal justice 
system instead of only providing the forensic exam and testimony, we 
could increase justice for these cases. Currently, in Central Florida, the 
victim only has the VA to support them through the criminal justice 
system process. The support provided by the VA’s is very different than 




• Due to minimal staff and limited funding, the VAs cannot take on any 
more responsibilities nor does the issue lie within their scope of 
practice.
Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners
• Educational needs
• Monthly group chart reviews to improve and educate on 
documentation.
• Quarterly newsletter for any new education or educational 
opportunities.
• Future collaborations
• Meetings set up for the beginning of next year with 
local law enforcement agencies and the district 
attorney to create a plan to increase collaboration 
between them and SANE’s.
Background
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(Valentine, Sekula & Lynch, 2020b). 
Reports of forced sexual offenses between 2008 and 2017 
Compared to convictions made on these cases in Central Florida.
• 7,339 reported
• 792 or 10.08% went before a judge 
• 467.28 or 59% of those that went before the judge were convicted
• That equals only 6.3% of cases that were reported were convicted
Goal 1: Assess the Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner’s (SANE’s) process 
to determine if the gap lies in their process or elsewhere.
Goal 2: Assess the Victim Advocates (VA) process to help understand 
what else is being done to help sexual assault victims.
Goal 3: Determine what steps are being missed between the two and 
collaborate with both the directors of SANE and VA programs to 
decide whether Forensic Nurses can fill the gap and create a plan to do 
so.
The Constructed Theory of Forensic Nursing Care
• Two assumptions of this theory:
1 discusses the diverse population that forensic nurses care for. 
2 discusses the other professions that forensic nurses are responsible to 
collaborate with.
(Valentine, Sekula, & Lynch, 2020a).
As stated before, in Central Florida, there is minimal collaboration with the 
criminal justice system, and I believe this is where the issue may lie. I believe 
greater collaboration between the forensic nurses and the criminal justice 
system throughout the processes of these cases, instead of only handing off 
evidence at the end of a case and testifying during the trial could lead to an 
increase of justice for the sexual assault victims and perpetrators.
• There could be many reasons for the failure of arrests and convictions for 
sexual assault cases.
• Does the reason lie within the Forensic Nurses scope of practice?
• If so, how can Forensic Nurses create a plan to increase justice in these 
cases?
Reports of forced sexual offenses in 2011 bs 2020 compared to 
arrests made on these cases in Central Florida.
Report info (FDLE, n.d.-b)
Arrest info (FDLE, n.d.-a)
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